December 13, 2020
From Fr.Jim...

Prepare the Way of the Lord. John the Baptist is one of the
stars of the Advent season. It is said that John came to
testify to the light so that all might believe through him. He,
himself, was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. As we prepare the way to celebrate the Feast of
Christmas, it is good to imitate John the Baptist and to
remember that Christmas is not about us. It is about the
light that has come into our dark world. It is about the
Word of God that has taken on human form and shape. Itis
about the love of God in and through Jesus who has come
to save us and free us from sin and death. Like John, we are
to witness to this light so all might believe in Jesus.

By remembering that Christmas is always about the light of
Christ who has come into the world, then even our
shopping, buying, giving gifts, decorating, cooking, sharing
food, welcoming family and guests can be opportunities to
witness to Christ’s light so that all might believe through us.
| believe this is best done by our actions and attitude more
so than by our words. The best way to witness to the
light of Christ’s presence and love, especially during this
time of the year, is by clothing ourselves with Divine
presence and virtues and doing our best to wear them out.
Kindness, forgiveness, compassion, mercy, loving without
conditions, generosity, acceptance, understanding,
patience, hope and humility will always brighten a dark
world or home with the presence of God and an implied
invitation to believe in the love of our Savior. We, too, are
not the light but we testify to the light so that all can
believe.

With our prayer and worship and by living together the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy, we hear and see the
works of the Christ who is ever so present among us. We
continue to build the kingdom that God has already started
and handed onto us as we actively wait for God to come
back and complete what Jesus started and what the church
continues to do in His name.

We are so blessed by everyone (parishioner, partner,
visitor) sharing their time, talent and treasure to build God’s
kingdom and to prepare the way for the Lord’s return. God
is present in our love for one another. Thanks for building
the kingdom of God. Thanks for witnessing to the light of
Christ. Thanks for witnessing to the faith and bringing
others to faith. Come, Lord, Jesus. Come.

What can | do this week in Advent? Light the third candle
on the Advent wreath and think of someone who is longing
for our savior’s light and love and pray for that person; Pray
for the sick in our parish. Call someone you haven’t talked
to in a while. Volunteer to help with any preparations. Have
fun and enjoy doing what needs to be done. Reflect on the
Christmas song, Silent Night. Watch a good Christmas
movie with popcorn, of course! Pray for anyone who is
alone and afraid. Although our activities are restricted this
year because of the Covid, Cell phone, Facetime, Zoom, text

messages and creative
thinking are necessary
to bridge the gap of
separation from our
families and friends
and to show and
share the kindness
and joy of God's
coming to us. Pray
creatively, think
creatively, Act
creatively and safely.

Sunday Mass: 10:30am, limited seating available, or join Fr.
Jim as he livestreams Sunday Mass at 10:30am at:

RCC St. Leo Church Cincinnati:
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rcc%20st%20le
0%20church%20cincinnati&epa=SEARCH_BOX

You can read the Sunday bulletin at:
www.saintleo.org/Pulications/StLeoSundayBulletin
You can read Fr. Jim’s letter at:
www.saint-leo.org/Publications/FromtheDeskofFrlim

St. Leo's is looking for two area rugs, one 9x12, and 8x10 for
two employee offices. We are also in need of Amazon Gift
Cards for our wish list items and office needs. Please call the
office at 513-921-1044 if you have questions or would like
to donate these items.

THANK YOU to everyone who was able to make the toy and
clothing drive a great success! We truly appreciate all the
donations, and the numerous volunteers that were able to
help!

Make a difference. “Every dollar makes a difference in
covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds of
US religious communities struggle to provide for aging
members because most senior Catholic sisters, brothers,
and religious order priests served for little pay. Your gift to
the Retirement Fund for Religious helps these communities
bridge the gap, offering support for medications, nursing
care, and other necessities. Please be generous.

2021 Contribution Envelopes

We have prepared the 2021 contribution envelopes and
calendars. Since many of you are joining mass through Live
Stream, please contact the office if you would like your
envelopes to be mailed. If you have not received envelopes
in the past, and would like to receive them please let us
know. If you would like to make your contribution online
instead please contact Amy Kleeman at 513-921.1044 ext.
30.

“Advent is the Season in which we remember God’s
nearness, that He came down toward us.” ~Pope Francis



